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BIRMINGHAM : 

pWMTED  BY  E.  C.  OSBORNE,  STEAM-PRESS  OFFICE,  BENNETT’S  HILL. 

[C’opisi  of  this  Pamphlet  may  he  had  Gratis  on  application  to 
Mr.  Aldermaa  Osborne.] 


To  the  Mayor , Alttyrmen,  and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough 


Gentlemen, 

The  adjournment  of  the.  debate  on  the  resolution 
which  I have  had  the  honour  of  submitting  to  the  Council 
for  their  approval,  relative  to  the  proposed  removal  of 
Smithfield  Market  from  its  present  site  to  Duddeston  Hall 
Estate,  affords  me  the  opportu  nity  of  laying  before  you  some 
important  facts  in  connexion  with  the  subject,  which  I think 
deserve  the  serious  consideration  of  every  Member  of  the 
Council.  The  conviction  which  I entertain  that  if  the 
opportunity  which  now  offers  of  purchasing  land  so  admira- 
bly adapted  to  the  purposes  of  a Cattle  Market  as  that  of 
the  Duddeston  Hall  Estate  be  lost,  the  difficulties  which 
surround  the  question  will  be  seriously  increased,  must  be 
my  apology  for  pressing  upon  your  attention  an  impartial 
consideration  of  this  important  subject.  When  it  is  remem- 
bered that  the  population  of  this  Borough  doubles  itself 
eveiy  thirty  years,  it  is  manifest  that,  sooner  or  later,  the 
object  I have  in  view  must  be  accomplished,  and  as  every 
succeeding  year  only  brings  with  it  increasing  difficulties,  a 
few  years  in  advance  of  its  absolute  necessity  cannot  be  of 
vital  importance  ; for  when  that  time  arrives,  the  evils,  if 
any,  which  are  now  said  to  attend  the  alteration  will  still 
exist,  and  in  proportion  to  the  length  of  time,  be  greatly 
augmented. 

The  prevailing  notions  of  the  requirements  of  a Market 
appear  to  me  to  be  of  a very  primitive  character.  It  is 
thought  that  we  have  done  all  that  is  necessary  if  an  open 
space  is  provided  for  the  sale  of  Stock ; so  that  in  case 
the  dealer  does  not  succeed  in  selling  his  Cattle,  he  is  under 
the  necessity  either  of  driving  it  back  again,  or  to  some 
other  neighbouring  Market ; or  if  he  desire  to  offer  it  again 
for  sale  in  the  same  Market,  he  must  take  up  with  what- 
ever shelter  may  be  afforded  by  individuals  until  the  next 
market  day.  It  is  manifest  that  this  state  of  things  must 
have  a tendency  to  deter  dealers  bringing  their  Stock  to 
Market,  and  thus  necessarily  enhance  the  price  by  limiting 
the  supply,  and  entailing  on  the  Grazier  and  Farmer  loss 
of  time  and  unnecessary  expense.  On  the  other  hand, 
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were  proper  provision  made  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
Market  for  the  housing  of  animals  from  market  to  market 
at  a small  cost,  the  strongest  possible  inducement  would  be 
offered  to  the  dealer  to  bring  his  Stock  to  Market.  We 
should  therefore  have  a more  abundant  supply  ; the  loss  of 
time  and  much  of  the  cost  arising  from  the  want  of  these 
provisions  would  be  avoided,  and  the  public  would  have  the 
benefit  of  free  competition.  We  are  bound  therefore  in 
the  interests  of  the  public  to  provide  this  accommodation, 
especially  as  the  monopoly  which  we  possess  by  Act  of 
Parliament  prevents  the  competition  which  otherwise  would 
result  from  private  enterprise.  When  our  Smithfield  Market 
was  first  established  in  1817,  a very  different  state  of  things 
existed  to  that  which  now  exists.  The  population  of  this 
town  was  but  90,000.  Smithfield  may  be  said  to  have 
been  then  on  the  borders  of  the  town  ; the  area  from  which 
the  supply  of  animal  food  was  drawn,  was  very  limited  in 
its  extent ; for  in  that  day  all  kinds  of  Cattle  had  either  to 
be  driven  along  the  highway  or  conveyed  in  carts.  Rail- 
ways were  unknown ; free  trade  in  Cattle  was  prohibited ; 
the  trade  of  the  town  was  comparatively  small ; and  the 
traffic  of  the  streets  was  more  like  that  of  a quiet  country 
town. 

Fifty  years  have  produced  marvellous  changes.  The  popu- 
lation of  the  Borough  and  its  immediate  neighbourhood 
has  grown  to  430,000.  In  the  neighbouring  towns  the  like 
rapid  increase  has  taken  place.  The  net-work  of  railways 
which  connects  these  towns,  bring  those  within  a distance 
of  twenty  miles  practically  as  near  as  Edgbaston  was 
to  Smithfield  fifty  years  ago.  Trade  has  developed  itself 
in  an  extraordinary  degree  ; innumerable  wagons,  carts,  and 
vehicles  of  every  kind  throng  our  streets,  so  that  the  prin- 
cipal thoroughfares  are  inconveniently  over-crowded.  The 
condition  of  the  population  generally  has  kept  pace  with 
this  state  of  things ; they  are  better  off,  and  therefore 
eat  more  animal  food  than  formerly.  The  state  of  things 
has,  therefore,  totally  changed  ; so  that  an  arrangement, 
which  at  the  period  above-named  might  be  attended  with 
no  great  public  inconvenience,  may  in  the  present  day  be 
altogether  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  the  large  population 
which  has  since  grown  up.  It  was  upon  such  considerations 
as  these  that  the  New  Cattle  Market  in  Copenhagen  Fields, 
London,  was  arranged.  After  a struggle  with  private 
interests,  which  unhappily  clamour  against  any  change 
however  beneficial  to  the  public  at  large,  the  Corporation 
of  London  succeeded  in  closing  Smithfield  Market.  Seventy 
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live  acres  of  land  were  purchased  in  Copenhagen  Fields,  for 
the  purposes  of  a New  Cattle  Market,  which  was  opened  in 
June  13,  1855.  It  is  bounded  by  the  North  London  and 
Great  Northern  Kailway  on  the  South,  and  has  three  outlets 
on  the  Caledonian  Road.  The  Market  covers  hut  15  acres, 
while  the  Lairs  for  Beasts,  Sheep,  and  Pigs,  Sheds  for 
Butchers’  Carts,  &c.,  absorb  as  much  more,  making  altogether 
30  acres  for  present  use,  and  leaving  ample  surface  for  future 
contingencies.  The  Market  is  plentifully  supplied  Avitli  Abreu- 
voirs  or  Drinking  Troughs  for  Beasts  and  Sheep.  Space 
is  reserved  for  a Hide  Market  and  for  Public  Slaughter 
Houses.  These  conveniences  afford  a quiet,  clean  home  for 
the  poor  animals  during  as  long  a period  as  their  owners 
may  be  willing  to  pay  a small  rent  or  toll  for  this  service. 
{See  Dodd's  Food  of  London.) 

Now  it  is  manifest  that  these  requirements,  which  the 
altered  circumstances  of  the  present  day  demand,  cannot  be 
carried  out  in  our  Market,  so  that  even  were  it  possible  to 
continue  the  Cattle  Market  in  its  present  site,  the  public 
Avould  be  deprived  of  Avhatever  advantages  depend  upon 
those  economic  arrangements  which  I have  described.  But 
is  it  possible  to  continue  as  we  are  for  the  next  fifty  years  ? 
The  assertion  has  been  made  that  it  is  possible,  in  the  most 
confident  manner,  by  those  who  are  supposed  to  be  qualified 
to  form  an  opinion.  Smithfield  Market  contains  14,205 
square  yards,  or  375  yards  less  than  three  acres ; from  this 
must  be  deducted  370  yards  for  Offices,  &c.  It  contained, 
in  1856,  accommodation  for  900  Beasts,  4,116  Sheep  and 
Pigs,  220  Horses,  lairs  for  38  Beasts,  and  30  Pig’s-stys  or 
dormitories.  No  accommodation  whatever  is  afforded  for 
Calves,  and  no  means  of  storing  Food  of  any  kind.  Although 
since  the  above  date,  the  sum  of  £15,848  has  been  expended 
upon  Smithfield  Market  alone  in  the  purchase  of  Mr.  War- 
den’s property,  and  the  reversion  of  The  Black  Boy , 1,169 
square  yards  only  have  been  added  to  that  portion  of  the  Mar- 
ket appropriated  to  Thursday’s  use.  Up  to  Midsummer  1859, 
only  two  Markets  were  held  weekly,  Thursday  and  Satur- 
day. At  the  above  date  the  Council  decided,  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Markets  and  Fairs  Committee,  to  establish 
a Market  for  the  sale  of  Fat  Stock,  Hay  and  Straw  on 
Tuesday,  that  portion  of  the  Market  devoted  to  the  sale  of 
Beasts  and  Horses  on  Thursday  being  appropriated  to  the 
Hay  Market  on  Tuesday,  and  the  open  space  abutting  on  St. 
Martin’s  Lane,  consisting  of  about  2,500  square  yards,  for 
Fat  Beasts  on  the  same  day. 

On  the  10th  of  February,  1857,  the  Markets  and  Fairs 
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Committee  suggested  to  the  Council  a plan  substantially 
the  same  as  that  which  they  now  recommend,  excepting 
that  they  proposed  to  cover  over  a portion  of  the  Horse 
Market.  The  Council  authorized  the  Committee  to  cany 
out  their  recommendations,  but  they  have  never  done  so  ; 
perhaps  finding  the  working  of  the  scheme  impracticable. 
The  reason  then  as  now  assigned,  for  the  re-arrangement  of 
the  Market,  was  “ the  great  want  of  accommodation  in  the 
Smithfield  Market,”  and  “the  enormous  increase  in  the 
number  of  Carts  and  Wagons  brought  into  the  Fruit  and 
Vegetable  Market,  whereby  the  public  thoroughfares  in 
winch  those  Markets  are  held  are  seriously  obstructed  and 
the  public  safety  endangered.”  In  bringing  up  the  Report, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  Mr.  Alderman  Phillips, 
is  reported  to  have  made  the  following  observations: — 

“ Any  one  well  acquainted  with  the  business  of  the  Horse 
Market,  must  be  well  aware  how  inadequate  and  badly 
adapted  it  was  to  its  requirements.  As  it  at  present  ex- 
isted, no  person  possessing  a Horse  above  the  value  of  £15 
would  expose  the  animal  there  for  sale,  the  owners  of  such 
as  were  likely  to  fetch  a higher  price  preferring  to  dispose 
of  them  through  the  medium  of  a livery  stable.  The  perfect 
arrangement  of  the  Wolverhampton  Market  compared  with 
ours  m this  respect,  induced  dealers  to  send  horses  of  a 
better  quality  and  in  greater  numbers  there  for  sale,  simply 
owing  to  the  excellent  accommodation  it  afforded  to  the 
animals  themselves,  and  also  to  buyers  and  sellers.”  Mr. 
Alderman  Phillips  then  proceeded  to  shew  that  the  accom- 
modation in  the  Wolverhampton  Market  for  Stock  of  all 
kinds  was  superior  to  Birmingham.  He  also  remarked  upon 
the  defective  provision  existing  for  the  wholesale  Fruit  and 
Vegetable  Market,  and  the  inconvenience  thereby  occasioned 
to  dealers,  shopkeepers,  and  others.— (See  Daily  Post , Feb. 

We  "have  then  the  evidence  of  the  Committee  that . as 
far  back  as  1 856  there  was  “ great  want  of  accommodation 
in  the  Market,”  and  as  the  Committee  refused  to  carry  out 
their  own  scheme,  although  empowered  to  do  so  by  the 
Council,  the  Market  remains  at  the  present  time  pretty 
nearly  as  it  was  then,  some  slight  advantage  having  been 
gained  by  an  increase  of  about  nine  per  cent.,  that  being 
the  extent  of  Mr.  Warden’s  property.  If  therefore  we  com- 
pare the  amount  of  Stock  which  now  finds  its  way  to  the 
Market  with  that  which  then  took  place,  we  shall  e| 
enabled  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  our  present  and  lutuiei 
requirements.  The  following  table  is  compiled  f rom  an  I 
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official  return,  and  shows  the  Stock  entering  the  Market 
during  the  whole  time  it  has  been  in  possession  of  the 
Council,  from  1851  to  1863  ; and  is  subdivided  for  conveni- 
ence of  comparison  into  two  periods — viz.,  from  1851  to 
1857,  at  which  latter  date  it  was  admitted  by  the  Market 
and  Fail’s  Committee  to  require  enlargement,  and  from  1858 
to  1863. 


RETURN  OF  STOCK  IN  SMITH FIELD  MARKETS. 


From  1851  to  1863.  Increase. 

Beasts  

Calves  

Sheep  

Pigs  

Horses  

Hay  (Loads  of) 

18,829 

7,658 

72,094 

51,080 

5,083 

7,058 

28,403 

11,062 

104,055 

62,731 

9,673 

10,804 

9,574 

3,404 

31,961 

11,651 

4,590 

3,746 

50 

43 

44 
22 
91 
53 

Seven  Years,  From  1851  to  1857. 

Beasts  

Calves  

Sheep  

Pigs  

Horses  

Hay  (Loads  of) 

18,829 

7,658 

72,094 

51,080 

5,083 

7,058 

26,604 

9,717 

85,661 

46,251 

7,776 

8,567 

7,775 

2,059 

13,577 

Decrease, 

0,282 

2,693 

1,509 

40 

26 

19 

9 de 

53 

21 

Six  Years,  From  1858  to  1863. 

Beasts  

Calves  

Sheep  

Pigs  

Horses  

Hay  ( Loads  of) 

24,012 

9,544 

79,391 

65,347 

7,569 

8,578 

28,403 
1 1,062 
104,055 
62,731 
9,673 
10,804 

4,391 

1,518 

24,664 

Decrease, 

3,61Q 

2,104 

2,226 

17 

15 

32 

Bde 

27 

25 

Return  of  Stock  in  Tuesday’s  Market  only. 

Five  Years,  From  1860  to  1864.  increase.  p«cS$! 

Beasts  

Calves  

Sheep  

Pigs  

5,220 

67 

17,219 

9,922 

7,700 

98 

32,473 

14,640 

2,480 

31 

15,254 

4,718 

47* 

46 

88 

51 

Total  ...  | 32,421  | 54,911 

22,484  | 69 

The  only  Stock  which  has  not  uniformly  increased  during 
the  above  period,  is  that  of  Pigs.  This  may  be  accounted  for 
from  the  fact  that  the  accommodation  afforded  by  individuals 
is  preferred  to  ours.  I am  credibly  informed,  that  one  dealer 
alone  sells  the  enormous  number  of  78,000  Pigs  annually ; 
more  than  the  entire  number  that  enter  our  Market. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  return  that  although  the 
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increase  on  the  Markets  generally  during  the  past  five  years 
has  not  been  so  rapid  as  it  was  during  the  preceding  six 
years,  yet  it  has  continued  to  increase  at  a very  rapid  rate  ; 
and  assuming  that  the  rate  of  increase  continue  the  same 
for  the  next  29  years  as  it  has  for  the  last  six,  the  Stock 
would  double  itself  in  that  time.  Unless,  therefore,  a pro- 
portionate accommodation  can  be  afforded,  this  surplus  Stock 
must  go  to  some  other  Market,  and  the  population  of  that 
day,  which  will  amount  to  850,000,  would  be  limited  to  a 
supply  adequate  only  to  the  wants  of  a population  of  430,000. 
Now,  as  there  remains  but  about  800  square  yards  which 
can  possibly  be  added  to  the  Market,  it  is  indeed  pass- 
ing strange  that  any  person  professing  a knowledge  of  the 
subject,  could  fall  into  the  error  of  supposing  that  there  will 
be  ample  accommodation  for  the  next  fifty  years  ! The 
opening  of  the  Tuesday’s  Market  checked,  in  some  degree, 
the  former  rapid  progress  of  the  Thursday’s  Market ; but 
already  the  Tuesday’s  Market  has  outgrown  itself.  Three 
years  had  not  elapsed  before  we  were  told  by  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee,  on  moving  a resolution  empowering  the 
Finance  Committee  to  borrow  money  for  the  payment  of 
Mr.  Warden’s  property,  that  “not  only  were  the  thorough- 
fares so  crowded  as  to  be  blocked  up  on  three  days  of  the 
week,  but  the  increase  in  the  number  of  Cattle  brought  to 
Market  shewed  that,  they  must  'provide  increased  accommo- 
dation. Then  again  they  had  established  a Tuesday’s 
Market,  the  attendance  at  which  was  gradually  and  steadily 
increasing,  while  even  now  they  had  not  sufficient  accommo- 
dation for  that  Market — (See  Daily  Post , March  5,  18G2.) 

We  have  here  the  testimony  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee that  not  only  was  the  accommodation  in  the  Tues- 
day’s Market  insufficient,  but  that  so  far  from  relieving 
the  pressure  on  the  Thursday’s  and  Saturday’s  Markets,  the 
thoroughfares  were  blocked  up,  and  that  increased  accommo- 
dation must  be  provided.  Acting  on  this  belief,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  16th  of  December  of  the  same  year  reported 
“ that  they  had  received  an  offer  from  the  London  and 
North-Western  Railway  Company  of  a piece  of  land  adjoining 
their  Goods  Station,  at  Curzon  Street,  containing  6a.  1r.  28p., 
for  the  purpose  of  a Cattle  Market,  and  they  recommended 
that  they  be  authorised  to  ascertain  the  terms  upon  which 
the  company  would  sell  such  land;”  the  Chairman  intimating 
that  the  company  wanted  £22,000,  but  thought  that  it  might 
be  had  for  £16,000.  There  can  be  no  doubt  therefore  of 
the  fact,  that  so  recently  as  December,  1862,  the  Committee 
were  so  impressed  with  the  difficulties  which  were  daily 


9 


becoming  greater,  that  they  were  favourable  to  the  removal 
of  the  Cattle  Market  altogether.  What  new  circumstances 
have  arisen  since  then  that  they  should  now  contend  that 
the  necessity  no  longer  exists  ? 

Let  us  now  compare  the  accommodation  our  Market  affords 
with  that  of  some  other  towns.  On  the  10th  of  May,  1859, 
in  a Report  of  the  Committee  recommending  the  purchase 
of  Mr.  Warden’s  property,  we  are  told  that  “ the  acquisition 
of  this  property  will  be  an  important  step  towards  acquiring 
the  whole  of  the  large  and  valuable  area  bounded  by  St. 
Martin’s  Lane,  Moat  Row,  Moat  Lane,  and  Jamaica  Row, 
thereby  securing  one  of  the  most  complete,  convenient  and 
extensive  Cattle  Markets  in  the  kingdom.”  The  following 
Table  shows  the  accommodation  afforded  by  the  Cattle 
Markets  in  the  towns  named : — 
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It  lias  been  shewn  that,  even  though  all  the  property 
referred  to  in  the  report  just  quoted  were  acquired,  it  would 
add  but  about  800  square  yards  to  the  Market,  that  is  about 
7 per  cent.  We  are  thus  able  to  judge  of  the  accuracy  of 
the  opinion  then  held  by  the  Committee.  From  the  above 
table  it  appears  that  so  far  from  Birmingham  possessing  one 
of  the  “most  complete,  convenient  and  extensive  Cattle 
Markets  in  the  kingdom,”  that  every  town  contained  in  the 
above  table  is  superior  to  ours  both  in  the  extent  and  the 
accommodation  they  afford.  Since  the  first  impression  of 
this  pamphlet  was  published,  I have  obtained  returns  from 
Wolverhampton  ; and  having  visited  that  Market,  I am 
enabled  to  say,  from  personal  observation,  that  it  surpasses 
ours  in  every  respect.  The  Horse  Market  contains  4180 
square  yards,  and  a large  portion  of  it  is  covered  in.  Ours 
contains  only  1780  yards,  but  one-third  the  size,  and  no 
covering  of  any  kind.  In  Wolverhampton  Market  there  is  a 
large  dormitory  for  200  Pigs,  GO  or  70  yards  long  by  10  wide, 
roofed  in,  lofty,  and  lighted  from  the  roof.  The  Market  is 
considerably  larger  than  ours,  and  affords  most  convenient 
accommodation  for  Drovers  and  Butchers’  Carts,  &c. ; and  we 
have  the  authority,  already  quoted,  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Markets  and  Fairs  Committee,  that  “no  person  possessing  a 
horse  above  the  value  of  £15  would  expose  the  animal  in 
our  Market  for  sale,  preferring  to  go  to  Wolverhampton.” 

,In  the  memorial  presented  to  the  Council  by  the  Farmers, 
Cattle  Salesmen,  and  others,  on  the  3rd  instant,  we  are  told 
that  “they  have  not  upon  any  occasion  seen  the  present 
Market  in  Smithfield  so  fully  supplied  with  Stock  as  to  be 
at  all  inconvenient.”  The  following  Memorial  of  the  Horse 
Dealers,  however,  to  which  allusion  is  made  in  the  Report  of 
the  Market  and  Fairs  Committee  of  28th  October  last,  is 
evidence  to  the  contrary  : — 

“ To  the  Chairman  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Markets  and  Fairs 
Committee  of  the  Corporation  of  the  Borough  of  Bir- 
mingham. 

“ The  Respectful  Memorial  of  the  undersigned  Horse  Dealers, 
attendants  at  the  Birmingham  Horse  Market, 

“ Sheweth — 

“ That  from  the  present  limited  and  inadequate  accom- 
modation provided  in  the  Birmingham  Market  for  the  sale 
of  Horses,  they  are  prevented  bringing  therein  the  greater 
portion  of  the  Horses  which  they  have  in  the  town  for  sale, 
and  that  they  are  subjected  to  great  loss,  annoyance,  and 
inconvenience  thereby. 

“ That,  as  at  present  arranged,  there  is  no  provision  made 
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in  the  Market  so  that  they  can  expose  for  sale  a Horse  of 
any  value  without  subjecting  themselves  to  a serious  loss 
from  such  exposure.  They  have,  from  time  to  time,  suffered 
such  losses  from  the  above  cause,  that  they  are  deterred  from 
bringing  such  Horses  into  the  Market  for  sale  ; their  custo- 
mers also  have  suffered  similarly,  and  they  object  to  purchase 
good  Horses  that  have  been  allowed  to  stand  exposed  for 
sale  in  the  Market. 

“ The  present  Market  is  constantly  so  crowded  that  it 
is  impossible  to  exercise  a Horse  properly  therein,  and  few 
gentlemen  or  respectable  persons  can  be  induced  to  enter 
the  Market  to  inspect  any  Horse  on  offer  therein  from  the 
great  risk  to  which  they  are  subjected.  Your  Memorialists 
frequently  suffer  and  witness  accidents  from  the  crowded 
state  of  the  Market,  which  are  unavoidable  from  the  small 
space  now  in  use  for  this  purpose. 

“ Your  Memorialists  also  suffer  losses  constantly  from  the 
present  arrangement  of  the  stand,  the  Horses  slip  down 
upon  the  same,  broken  knees  are  frequently  the  result,  thus 
seriously  depreciating  the  value  of  the  Horse. 

“ Your  Memorialists  are  driven  unwillingly,  from  the 
foregoing  causes,  to  place  the  greater  portion  of  them  Horses 
in  any  of  the  Stables  of  the  Public  Houses  or  other  places 
where  they  can  procure  reasonable  accommodation  near  the 
Market ; they  do  not  save  anything  by  this  course,  although 
it  entails  a loss  to  the  revenue  of  the  Market.  But  this 
entails  a great  loss  to  your  Memorialists,  as  the  purchasers 
of  Horses  do  not  know  where  to  find  your  Memorialists  or 
the  Horses  which  they  have  on  sale,  and  frequently  leave 
both  the  Market  and  neighbourhood  without  seeing  them  ; 
from  these  repeated  disappointments  they  visit  other  Mar- 
kets to  effect  their  purchases. 

“Again,  to  effect  sales  from  the  Stables,  your  Memorialists 
have  to  exercise  them  Horses,  the  only  place  open  to  them 
for  such  a purpose  is  some  of  the  public  thoroughfares  ; 
they  thus  render  themselves  amenable  to  the  law  for  so 
doing,  and  they  have  been  fined  for  following  the  only  course 
open  to  them.  Unless  they  either  submit  to  take  their 
Horses  into  the  Market  and  risk  the  loss  from  exposure,  or 
take  them  into  the  public  thoroughfares  to  exercise  them 
and  risk  being  fined,  they  must  abstain  from  visiting  this 
to  them  one  of  the  most  important  towns  in  the  Midland 
District. 

“ Your  Memorialists  also  suffer  great  inconvenience  upon 
their  arrival  in  the  town  from  the  want  of  Stabling  accom- 
modation for  lodging  their  Horses  at  night.  Should  your 
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Committee  be  enabled  to  provide  such  accommodation,  it 
would  be  a great  boon  to  them,  and  it  would  induce  many 
dealers  to  visit  the  town  who  now  never  send  any  Horses 
there.  If  the  necessary  accommodation  was  made  for  the 
proper  development  of  the  Horse  trade,  the  Birmingham 
Horse  Market  would  become  the  best  Market  in  the  Mid- 
land Counties. 

“ Your  Memorialists  therefore  earnestly  solicit  your  Com- 
mittee will  consider  the  loss,  annoyance,  and  inconvenience 
to  which  they  are  subjected ; and  humbly  pray  that  your 
Committee  will  make  such  arrangements  that  they  may 
comply  with  the  laws,  and  be  enabled  to  expose  for  sale 
and  exercise  their  Horses  in  the  Market.  And  they  would 
most  humbly  pray  your  Committee  to  consider  the  great 
convenience  it  would  be  if  the  necessary  arrangement  for 
Stabling  could  be  provided  in  the  Market. 

“ Your  Memorialists  would  most  willingly  pay  an  increased 
toll  if  the  necessary  accommodation  was  provided.” 

It  will  be  remembered  that  I read  to  the  Council  in  moving 
my  proposition,  a most  important  Report  from  the  present 
Superintendent  of  the  Market,  addressed  to  the  Markets  and 
Fairs  Committee,  on  the  accommodation  it  affords.  That 
document  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  so  that  every  member 
will  have  the  opportunity  of  reading  it  5 but  as  the  opinions 
and  facts  therein  given  so  strongly  support  the  cause  which 
I am  advocating,  and  as  I think  completes  my  case,  I invite 
your  special  attention  to  the  following  extracts.  The  docu- 
ment is  dated  June  28th,  1864,  and  is  in  reply  to  a request  of 
the  Committee  that  the  Superintendent  should"  lay  before  them 
his  opinion  on  the  proposed  rc-arrangement  of  the  Market. 
Allusion  is  first  made  to  the  want  of  space  in  the  Horse 
Market,  and  proves  in  every  particular  the  complaints  em- 
bodied in  the  Memorial  of  the  Horse  Dealers.  The  other 
departments  of  the  Market  arc  thus  referred  to  : — 

* * * * “ I beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  number  of 

loads  of  Hay  and  Straw  which  are  brought  for  sale  more 
than  the  Market  will  accommodate ; from  the  bulk  of  these 
commodities,  and  from  the  Horses  being  kept  attached  to  the 
Wagons  and  Carts,  a very  considerable  space  in  the  streets 
surrounding  the  Market  is  occupied,  and  consequently  great 
inconvenience  and  obstruction  is  created,  as  they  are  brought 
at  that  time  of  the  day  when  the  ordinary  traffic  is  greatest, 
namely,  from  9 a.m.  until  12  a.m.” 

* * * * “At  present  great  inconvenience  arises  from 

the  number  of  Carts  which  are  brought  into  the  Market  for 
the  delivery  and  removal  of  Stock  ; this  arises  from  the  present 
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avenue  adjoining  my  office  being  so  narrow  that  two  Carts 
cannot  pass.  The  avenue  is  constantly  blocked  up,  and  great 
confusion  and  annoyance  are  caused  both  to  buyers  and  sellers ; 
the  Stock  frequently  becomes  mixed,  and  the  droves  have  to 
be  detained  in  the  avenue  to  enable  the  parties  in  charge  of 
them  to  select  their  own  Stock.  Whilst  this  is  being  done, 
other  animals  are  in  course  of  delivery  or  removal,  and  they 
again  become  intermixed.  The  annoyance  from  these  causes 
is  almost  endless.” 

* * * * “ During  the  early  part  of  the  year  it  is  a very 

common  occurrence  to  see  the  Calves  which  are  exposed  for 
sale  in  the  Market  covered  with  rugs,  sacks,  or  other  available 
material,  to  protect  them  from  the  wet  and  inclement  wea- 
ther.” 

* * * * u In  reply  to  your  question,  ‘ Whether  any, 

and  what  space  of  ground  would  be  left  available  for  a 
Vegetable  Market  near  Saint  Martin’s  Lane?’  I am  of 
opinion  that  to  allot  anything  like  an  adequate  space  for 
such  a purpose  would  occupy  so  much  ground,  that  it  would 
prevent  the  necessary  accommodation  required  in  the  several 
departments  of  the  Smithfield  Market  being  provided.” 

Let  us  now  turn  our  attention  for  a few  moments  to  the 
condition  of  things  in  the  Bull  Ring  and  its  neighbouring 
streets,  where  the  Wholesale  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Market  is 
held  on  Tuesdays,  Fridays,  and  Saturdays.  So  many  com- 
plaints have  been  made  from  time  to  time  to  the  Council, 
both  by  the  Committee  and  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  streets 
in  which  the  Market  is  held,  of  the  great  inconvenience 
suffered  from  over-crowding,  that  the  fact  may  almost  be 
taken  for  granted.  A reference,  however,  to  the  number  of 
Carts  and  Wagons  attending  that  Market  will  convey  some 
idea  of  the  enormous  trade  carried  on,  under  difficulties  and 
inconveniences  of  no  ordinary  kind. 

In  1856  the  number  of  Carts  amounted  to  26,433.  In 
1864  they  had  risen  to  53,473,  being  an  increase  of  30,040  or 
upwards  of  100  per  cent,  in  8 years.  During  the  last  4 years 
they  have  increased  20,035,  or  60  per  cent.  We  have,  therefore, 
to  provide  accommodation  for  a daily  average  of  342  Carts  and 
their  contents.  Assuming  that  this  increase  continue  in  the 
same  l’atio  for  the  next  7 years,  the  number  will  be  doubled. 
Now,  considering  the  great  inconvenience  and  loss  the  dealers 
and  buyers  suffer  under  the  present  defective  arrangements,  it 
is  a matter  of  surprise  that  such  an  increase  should  take  place  ; 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  had  this  large  and  important 
trade  that  accommodation  which  it  has  the  right  to  expect, 
the  Market  would  develop  itself  to  a much  greater  extent. 
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These  inconveniences  are  of  no  trifling  character ; for  while  the 
space  allotted  is  so  small  that  the  Market  overflows  into  the 
neighbouring  streets,  there  is  no  adequate  accommodation 
for  empty  Carts  and  Wagons.  The  dealers  too  are  exposed 
winter  and  summer  alike  to  all  sorts  of  weather.  The  public 
thorougfares  are  so  blocked  up  that  the  Market  is  obliged  to 
be  closed  at  an  early  hour ; so  that  the  buyer,  taking  advantage 
of  the  fact,  holds  back  until  the  last  moment,  when,  rather 
than  take  the  unsold  produce  home  again,  the  seller  is  induced 
to  dispose  of  it  at  a sacrifice ; nor  are  there  stores  for  deposit- 
ing the  less  perishable  Fruits  and  Vegetables.  The  result  is 
that  the  heavier  branch  of  the  trade  goes  elsewhere.  I am 
informed,  on  reliable  authority,  that  as  many  as  200  tons  of 
potatoes  are-  sold  daily  at  the  Railway  Stations,  chiefly  owing 
to  this  want. 

As  however  it  has  been  asserted  that  no  complaints  have 
been  made  to  the  Council  on  the  subject  by  the  inhabitants  of 
the  neighbourhood,  I beg  to  direct  attention  to  the  following 
Memorials  which  have  been  presented  to  the  Council  and 
the  Markets  and  Fairs  Committee.  The  first  is  from  Mr. 
Foreman,  proprietor  of  the  late  Nelson  Hotel,  dated  Sep- 
tember, 1859.  It  is  as  follows  : — • 

“Gentlemen — I beg  most  respectfully  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  state  of  the  Market  in  the  Bull  Ring.  I have  recently 
purchased  and  entered  upon  the  premises  called  the  Nelson 
Hotel,  situate  in  the  Bull  Ring.  On  every  Market  Day  the 
entrance  to  my  Hotel  is  completely  blocked  up  by  baskets,  &c., 
containing  vegetables,  fruit,  &c.,  for  sale,  so  much  so  that 
there  is  no  entrance  for  any  vehicle,  not  even  a barrow.  In 
consequence  of  which,  two  of  my  customers  have  gone  from 
the  house.  I really  think  in  common  justice  a right  of  road 
ought  to  be  given.  Trusting  that  you  will  have  the  matter 
looked  into  and  remove  the  nuisance, 

I am,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  Servant, 

Thos.  Foreman, 
Nelson  Hotel,  Bull  Ring.” 
The  next  is  from  Ratepayers,  Occupiers  of  Premises  in  the 
Bull  Ring ; the  signatures  appended  to  it  will  be  found  among 
those  attached  to  the  Memorial  presented  to  the  Council  on 
the  3rd  inst,  praying  that  no  alteration  be  made. 

“ We,  the  undersigned  Ratepayers  and  Occupiers  in  the  Bull 
Ring  and  adjacent  streets,  beg  respectfully  to  call  the  attention 
of  your  Council  to  the  inconveniently  crowded  state  of  our 
neighbourhood  on  the  mornings  of  Tuesday,  Thursday,  and 
Saturday  in  each  week,  by  reason  of  the  great  number  of 
Market  Carts  and  Wagons  which  frequent  the  Wholesale 
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Vegetable  Market  on  those  clays,  and  which,  in  consequence 
of  the  confined  space,  seriously  impede  the  traffic,  and  cause 
much  inconvenience  to  your  Memorialists. 

“We  beg  to  represent  to  your  Council,  that  as  the  vacant 
space  of  land  formerly  occupied  by  the  Nelson  Hotel'  is  now 
the  property  of  your  Council,  your  Memorialists  would  respect- 
fully request  that  the  whole  of  the  said  site  should  be  retained 
by  your  Council,  as  your  Memorialists  are  fully  convinced  that 
the  possession  of  the  entire  area  would  tend  to  facilitate  the 
business  of  the  Market,  render  to  buyers  and  sellers  that 
increased  accommodation  they  so  much  require,  and  by  re- 
lieving the  main  street  of  the  obstruction  referred  to,  would 
greatly  conduce  to  a free  and  increased  traffic,  would  prove  a 
boon  to  your  Memorialists,  and  add  greatly  to  the  convenience 
of  the  public  at  large.” 

July  1,  1861. 

On  the  13th  of  August  following  the  date  of  this  Memorial, 
the  Markets  and  Fairs  Committee  reported  upon  it  as 
follows : — 

“The  Markets  and  Fairs  Committee  report  that  they  have 
duly  considered  the  Memorial  of  Ratepayers  and  othei\s 
complaining  of  the  crowded  state  of  the  Bull  Ring  and  neigh- 
bourhood on  the  mornings  of  those  days  on  which  the 
Wholesale  Market  is  held,  and  are  of  opinion  that  the 
complaint  of  the  Memorialists  is  well  founded , and  that 
the  traffic  in  those  thoroughfares  is  seriously  impeded , and 
much  inconvenience  occasioned  to  the  public  by  the  want 
of  space  for  the  Carts  and  Wagons  conveying  produce 
to  and  from  such  Market .” 

The  following  Memorial  relating  to  the  time  of  closing  the 
Wholesale  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Market,  is  evidence  that  the 
opinion  I have  already  expressed  of  the  evils  occasioned  to  the 
dealers  from  closing  the  Market  at  so  early  an  hour  as  ten 
o’clock,  is  not  without  foundation. 

“ We,  the  undersigned  Wholesale  Fruit  and  Potato  dealers, 
trading  in  the  Bull  Ring,  Phillip  Street,  Bell  Street,  and 
Worcester  Street  Markets,  find  that  the  time  allowed  for  the 
transaction  of  our  business  is  not  sufficient,  namely,  nine 
o’clock  a.m.,  with  one  hour’s  grace,  which  the  Superintendent 
has  added.  We  find  that,  with  a strong  desire  to  clear  off 
the  Market  by  ten  o’clock  a.m.,  we  cannot  do  it,  and  at  the 
risk  of  being  summoned  we  take  till  half-past  ten  o’clock  a.m. 
Sometimes  the  police  does  not  interfere,  and  at  other  times 
come  down  full  sweep  and  summon  all  of  us.  We  now 
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humbly  pray  of  you  to  extend  the  time  for  clearing  away  out 
of  the  Market  to  eleven  o’clock  a.m.  We  ask  it  in  the  name 
ot  humanity,  and  for  the  sake  of  the  poor  horses  engaged  in 
the  delivery  of  the  goods  purchased.  If  you,  Gentlemen,  had 
seen  them  come  in  at  ten  o’clock  a.m.  to  clear  off  the  residue, 
empties,  and  full  stuff,  you  would  have  us  up  and  fine  us 
for  cruelty.” 

May,  1863. 

The  Committee,  on  the  18th  of  August  following,  reported 
that  u They  cannot  recommend  any  alteration  to  be  made  in 
the  time  of  closing  the  Market.”  And  so  matters  remain  as 
then,  excepting  that  an  addition  of  tyooe  Carts  and  Wagons 
has  but  increased  the  difficulty. 

Now  these  are  evils  which  the  proposition  of  the  Com- 
mittee cannot  remove.  Even  admitting  that  it  would  be 
possible  to  divide  the  Vegetable  from  the  Fruit  Market  by 
holding  the  latter  in  the  Smithfield  Market,  it  would  but 
alleviate  the  pressure  in  a slight  degree  on  two  of  the  three 
Market  Days.  When,  however,  we  consider  the  importance 
of  this  growing  trade,  surely  it  is  opposed  to  the  public  in- 
terest to  limit  it  as  is  now  the  case.  The  enormous  con- 
sumption of  Fruit  and  Vegetables  demand  that  a Market  for 
the  sale  of  those  products  should  be  held  daily.  That  can- 
not be  done  under  the  present  arrangements,  for  it  would 
not  be  tolerated  for  a moment. 

Is  it  wise,  then,  to  allow  this  state  of  things  in  our  Mar- 
kets to  continue  much  longer  ? The  supply  of  food  to  a 
great  population  like  ours  is  of  the  utmost  importance. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  were  greater  facilities  offered  to 
the  dealers  a more  abundant  supply  would  find  its  way  to  us, 
and  a reduction  of  price,  however  small,  on  the  enormous 
quantity  consumed,  would  be  attended  with  benefit  to  all 
classes  of  the  community. 

Seeing  then  that  no  plan  can  be  suggested  by  which  these 
evils  can  be  even  tolerably  alleviated,  the  question  arises, 
What  is  it  our  duty  to  do  ? Now  I respectfully  submit  to 
the  serious  consideration  of  the  Council,  that  the  proposal 
contained  in  my  Resolution  to  transfer  the  Cattle  Market  to 
Duddeston,  and  the  appropriation  of  the  present  Smithfield 
Market  to  the  purposes  of  a wholesale  Fruit  and  Vegetable 
Market,  is  the  policy  the  Council  should  adopt.  Duddeston 
Hall  Estate,  which  can  now  be  purchased  for  £10,000,  consists 
of  rather  more  than  19  acres  of  freehold  land.  Its  form,  situa- 
tion, locality,  its  excellent  approaches,  and  its  connection  with 
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the  great  railway  system  of  this  country,  admirably  adapt 
it  to  the  purpose  of  a Cattle  Market.  Two  railway  stations, 
which  are  within  a stone’s  throw  of  the  Estate,  bring  it 
practically  within  five  minutes’  ride  of  New  Street,  from 
which  it  is  distant  a mile  and  a half.  The  Borough  Surveyor 
informs  me,  that  “ The  river  Rea  main  sewer  passes 
through  the  Estate,  at  its  lowest  level,  at  an  average  depth 
of  eleven  feet,  the  sub-soil  consisting  of  sand  and  gravel. 
The  sewers  of  Cato  Street,  Devon  Street,  and  Somerset  Street, 
on  the  western  or  upper  side  of  the  Estate,  were  constructed 
at  a depth  of  ten  feet  through  fine  red  sand,  with  small  por- 
tions of  gravel.”  There  is  a frontage  to  Cato  Street  of  330 
yards,  as  long  as  from  Bennett’s  Hill  to  Worcester  Street, 
and  of  220  yards  to  the  Saltley  and  Castle  Bromwich  Road, 
so  that  most  excellent  approaches  may  be  made.  The  fact 
of  the  Midland  Railway  abutting  upon  the  Estate  I consider 
of  the  utmost  importance.  The  railway  is  rapidly  taking  the 
place  of  the  road  in  the  conveyance  of  live  stock.  As  many 
as  13,029,679  heads  of  Cattle  of  all  kinds  were  conveyed 
by  rail  in  1863,  being  an  increase  of  144,672  over  the  pre- 
ceding year,  and  it  is  estimated  that  at  least  three-fourths  of 
the  number  of  animals  that  come  to  our  Market  are  conveyed 
by  rail.  Nineteen  acres  of  land,  however,  would  be  more 
than  sufficient  for  a Cattle  Market.  Assuming  that  nine  acres 
were  so  applied — which  probably  would  be  enough  for  all 
contingencies — there  would  be  ten  acres  for  sale,  and  that  the 
best  portion  of  the  Estate  for  building  purposes ; and  who  can 
doubt  but  that,  were  the  Cattle  Market  established,  this 
would  be  so  much  enhanced  in  value,  as  more  than  to  repay 
the  purchase  money  ? So  valuable  in  my  opinion  would  it 
become,  that  double  the  amount  might  be  obtained  for  it.  In 
that  case  the  Market  would  not  cost  the  Council,  either  for 
land  or  the  necessary  works,  for  many  years  to  come,  a single 
farthing.  Of  what  other  property  at  all  suited  to  the  purpose 
can  this  be  said  ? The  nine  acres  would  afford  ample  space 
for  supplying  the  Market  with  all  modern  improvements  and 
appliances.  The  Cattle  that  arrive  by  rail  may,  without  the 
slightest  inconvenience  to  the  public  or  loss  of  time  or  trouble 
to  the  grazier,  be  driven  either  into  their  lairs,  there  to  be 
cared  for  till  Market  Day,  or  if  preferred,  into  the  adjoining 
meadows.  Ample  accommodation  of  the  like  kind  may  be 
afforded  for  Pigs,  Calves,  and  Sheep.  The  loud  and  well 
founded  complaints  respecting  the  present  Horse  Market  would 
cease.  With  all  these  conveniences,  there  would  still  be  room 
for  a Hide  Market,  special  provision  for  Sales  by  Auction  of 
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Cattle,  and  for  the  Exhibition  and  Sale  of  Agricultural  Imple- 
ments, and  when  the  time  arrives,  for  Public  Slaughter-houses. 
The  convenience  and  accommodation  which  these  improved 
arrangements  would  give  both  to  the  buyer  and  seller,  would 
soon  tend  not  only  to  reconcile  them  to  the  change,  but  I 
am  convinced  that  in  a very  few  years  they  would  willingly 
confess,  that  the  alarm  which  they  now  entertain  was 
groundless.  In  Manchester,  for  instance,  where  twenty  years 
ago  the  Cattle  Market  was  removed  a mile  and  a half  from 
its  old  site,  I am  informed  in  a letter  I have  received  from 
a gentleman  residing  there,  that  “the  butchers  and  others 
made  loud  complaints  of  the  distance  at  first,  hut  they  were 
soon  reconciled  to  it ; ” and  I venture  to  predict  that  this  will 
be  our  history.  I cannot  do  better  than  close  this  branch  of  the 
subject  than  by  quoting  the  following  admirable  observations  of 
the  late  lamented  Prince  Albert,  on  the  occasion  of  the  inaugu- 
ration of  the  New  London  Cattle  Market: — “A  certain  dis- 
location of  habit  and  interest  must  inevitably  attend  the 
removal  of  the  great  City  market  from  the  site  it  has  occupied 
for  so  many  centuries,  and  this  may  possibly  retard  for  the 
moment  the  development  of  the  undertaking ; but  any  oppo- 
sition arising  from  such  causes  will  soon  cease,  and  the  farmers 
will  doubtless  soon  learn  to  appreciate  the  boon  thus  conferred 
upon  them  by  the  London  Corporation,  in  the  increased 
facility  afforded  them  for  the  transaction  of  their  business,  and 
the  comparative  safety  with  which  they  will  be  enabled  to 
bring  up  and  display  their  valuable  Stock  in  the  great 
Metropolitan  Cattle  Market.” 

One  word  as  to  the  financial  bearing  of  the  question.  I 
have  shewn  above  that  the  Duddeston  Estate  will  pay  itself. 

I might,  however,  have  observed  that  the  large  and  commo- 
dious Mansion  upon  it  may  be  let  as  a Mai’ket  Tavern  at  a 
rent,  I believe,  sufficient  to  pay  five  per  cent,  interest  on  the 
purchase-money.  Then  as  to  the  present  Smithfield  Market ; 
of  course  if  the  Wholesale  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Market 
is  removed  to  Smithfield,  the  property  of  Mr.  Councillor 
Avery,  and  that  of  the  adjoining  Cork  Cutter’s,  need  not 
be  purchased ; and  the  leasehold  interest  in  Mr.  Gough’s 
premises  might  be  allowed  to  expire.  We  should  thus  save 
at  least  £20,000,  besides  the  greater  portion  of  the  £3,000 
asked  for  by  the  Markets  and  Fairs  Committee.  The  pres- 
sure in  the  Bull  Ring  and  the  neighbouring  streets  being 
relieved,  the  necessity  would  no  longer  exist  for  retaining 
for  Market  purposes  the  land  in  Bell  Street.  That  consists  of 
509  square  yards,  and  as  the  Corporation  holds  the  license 
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of  the  Nelson  Hotel,  which  previously  stood  upon  the  site,  I 
think  that  it  may  be  assumed  to  be  worth  £10,000.  This 
would  be  ample  for  providing,  at  least  for  many  years  to  come, 
Stores  for  Fruit  and  the  less  perishable  Vegetables,  covering 
for  the  tradespeople,  and  every  needful  accommodation.  Thus 
we  should  have,  without  cost  to  the  towm,  I will  venture  to 
say,  the  most  splendid  and  convenient  Cattle  and  Wholesale 
Vegetable  Market  in  the  provinces,  were  the  proposal  now 
under  consideration  adopted,  affording  space  for  business  tran- 
sactions to  any  extent,  and  giving  to  those  tradespeople  who 
I think  are  needlessly  alarmed  at  the  proposed  change,  a larger 
and  better  class  of  customers  than  they  now  enjoy.  But  it 
must  be  done  to-day,  to-morrow  will  be  too  late,  for  then 
we  shall  have  to  renew  the  struggle  against  difficulties,  if  not 
impossibilities , and  when  the  time  does  come,  as  come  it  will 
at  no  distant  day,  we  shall  be  obliged  to  accept  the  situation ; 
we  must  take  whatever  wre  can  get,  however  inferior  and  ex- 
pensive that  may  be.  Surely  it  is  the  part  of  a wise  man  in 
a question  of  this  magnitude  to  look  a little  into  the  future. 
We  are  all  too  apt  to  judge  of  questions  of  public  interest  as 
though  they  concerned  our  own  generation  alone.  A genera- 
tion is,  however,  but  a brief  period  in  the  life  of  a town  ; 
yet  within  even  that  brief  period  -who  can  say  what  will 
take  place  ? It  is  only  by  looking  back  into  the  past,  and 
remembering  what  in  our  own  day  has  been  achieved,  that  we 
can  truly  estimate  the  changes  which  time  will  produce. 

Bennett’s  Hill, 

January  24th,  18G5. 
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